MATERIALS AND METHODS
One hundred and forty-four Negroes varying in age from 18 to 69 were studied. All were free from disease as determined by history and physical examination. This group was composed of hospital employees, nurses, and resident physicians. The majority of the subjects were either native or long-time residents of New York. The Standard 12-lead electrocardiograms were taken in the recumbent position 2 or more hours postprandially. The precordial electrodes were placed in accordance with the recommendations of the American Heart Association. All electrocardiograms were recorded on a Sanborn Viso-Cardiette by one or the other of the authors. The subjects appeared to be at ease and not disturbed by the procedure. Wasserburger suggested that vagotonia is intimately related to this phenomenon of the "juvenile pattern." The reversal of the inverted T waves in these patients by potassium salts is not unexpected, as this substance will cause both the inverted T waves of children and those associated with organic heart disease to become upright.1
RESULTS
The only study comparable to the present one was carried out by Keller and Johnson.7 Their subjects were medical students and student nurses of Howard University. As in our study, the subjects were healthy, well nourished, and medically sophisticated. These investigators found no inverted or diphasic T waves except in V1 and V2. They reported a 1-per cent incidence of inverted and diphasic T waves in V2, and 47 per cent in V1. The age range of the subjects varied between 22 to 39 years. Our results would have been nearly identical if we had excluded the subjects in our study under 22 years of age. The 6 individuals of our study with inverted or diphasic T waves in V, were women between 18 and 21 years.
It seems clear from our observations and those of Keller LIe unda T del unipolar electrocardiogramma precordial de normal adulte negros american non differe ab illo de normal adulte americanos de racia blanc.
